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Memo . eb
25X1A 25 Feb 48

Tos

Froom:

Subject The role of documents in intelligence, instances of,

The following is subml.ted in answer to your verbal requect

today .
25X1A

INSTANCES FROM THE EUBBPEAN tHEATER, RELATED BY [ R
m was engaged in an operation to gather intelligence
on German tary gclentific research, in April and May, 1945,
A, FRom s Scrap of Paper , ., . _
One of the first targets of [ Rt was always the tele-

25X1A

25X1A

phone exchange of any mgamp Gertan military agrney, because of the
known hablt of operators of making notes from highly claggified
directories, which notes might be found even wien the directori g
themselves were destroyed.

In suca sm exchange of the Fuesim Forsochungs Fihrung (Réa:earch 25X1A
Directorate) of the Luftwaffe B rotifced & smll serap of
paper in a pile of tragh accumilated by GI's who smmmmefemmnbrgn
had cleaned out the place, On examination it wroved to be notes
made by one of the operators listing all the top personnel of this
ageney, with their addresses and telephone numbers. Inquiries
at these addregses andlcbserva‘uion of personnel leaving them finally
led %o :bhe village of Amin Aschbach and .t’m:‘nce to an 0ld mill
building at Lauterbach Mihle, where the key persomnel of this
agency were found. The regult was that it was pogsbble gain

custody of them for air technical interrogation,
25X1A B. From a Discarded Fragment of a leiter , , .

‘Story written by _ aﬁsﬁé%/d/& MW)

CONELD;;{%‘;\' s
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While we were at the Iuftfahrtforschungs Anstabt Hermann Goering at

Braunschwbig/?oelkenrodo we gtudied the German Air Force Scientific
Research system, about which very little was known at the time (April 1945)

. : I‘o««mAd
because we had never caught prisoners who were lmowledgeable, norl documents

-

of,\areve ing nature, fewwd, The information was urgently wanted so that

the Air Technical Intelligence teams would know the or targets
?»w'ﬂ-d» Lad ol ssoved /?5' s th
for Scientifie Ailr IntelligenceAcouli be fou.nd. £O% T0 ‘know the

L3~
name of tho Central Collection & Dissonination Section ("Zentrale fuer

Wisgsensechaftliches lerichtswesen der Im.ftwa:ffc“) but could get no better

a.id.ress. than GB.AZ which wag in Silosia and in B.u.asian ha.nd.s at that

time, . ,A.'bout the third day we were thero while one of our team was

looking for loot.(’oo put it frankly) he noticed a crumpled letter lying

on the floor‘in one of the offiges. @nucéhdecpapesc Inspired by some

unknown force, he picked it up and na&ugd‘ that it was addressed to

the ZWB at GREIZ, which is in Thuringia. The steno had thrown it
besause of the :

aside/fEx typographicel errors she had mede, and so we found out

the evaeuat ion address of the most important single organ of German Air

Ne e ean
Research, 1. e, the custodian of the finishea.k odaa i

Following the trail to GREIZ, we uncovered the eollection and in it
found documents describing the secretary, a eertain Herr Dominke,

Herr D was rounded up late at night, aftler we hod digested the contents
of hie "dossier” and was so shaken by our utter and complete knowledge
of him that he broke down xampXmimx and gave us the eee entire roster
of all the German Scientists doing Air Force Research, which he had

hidden in his cellar,

He also ultimately led us to "Sehloss Pullach", near Bad Aibling, where

we were abke to recover 150 boxes of (German Scientific Research reports,
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held at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohlo, to this day,where they are undergoing
intensive exploitation along with tons of other meteriel gathered by the

dozens of other teams in the Alr Teshnicsl Intelligence Field.

Thue it might be said thet the one crumpled mis-typéd letter that the stenographer
threw away in haste was pyramided into several tons of priceless documents
and led to the apprehension of some 1500 top German Selentista.
NOTE: This is» written fi'on the "huna.n interest" angle. In ectwal faet,
: if the crumpled paper hed not been found, we would have goiten
the results anyway, 2& the traile left erisscrossed every which

way, and the Sclentists were'volunteering® by the numbers....

ars

£
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ANECDOYES FROM THE PACIFIC THEATER '

A. The Blsmarck Convoy Docugments
pProbebly rim ome of the greatest documenté hauls in the Pacific

wag that Pollowing the destruction of the bis Japanese convoy that

get out for New fumm duinea with extensive air and surface flert
cover {with Palau as a Jumping off pluce, Emimbimmem, and en route
for Wewak, I belleve) in 1943, Survivors came aziore on Goodenough
Igland hugging brief cames containing the complete plans (and
altermacive plans) of the whole operation, listing tar ships involved,
the arny units, and the detailed plans for dhe alr cover. I eannot
gupply exact details, bui there are revorts waich cover 1t well,

Their valusmmm the units 1dentified and the informetion
gained
on the Japanese military situation in New Guinea, wmsmbwmmbien saub M
on the tactics employed by the Japaneze in such a convoy, mwhmms
mmmxl? ‘laps_of Camouflaged Fnemy Supply Dumps

I remember a dramtic occasion (for me) when I went to & docu~
ment panel in ATIS with captured r;aaps of ummm the Japanege
supply route frum Bogadjim, on the north coest of New Guinea below
‘Madang, to their troops fighting the Australiang in the Finistecrre
Mountaing,in the Ramu Va.ley cempaign, This was a difficuit route
to mel ntain because of terrain and weather conditions, and rupply
dﬁmps along the way were important, On the maps Were indicated
the positions of these dumps, with notes on thrir concealment,

There ensued & brief argument between Aubttralian arny offlcer

ag to whom should have priorit, on the use of thig ind

and the air officer on the panel, Said the eormcr: " I can geot
this information to the Seventh (Aust,) Division in 24 hours."”
Said the latter: "I can have bombers up tuere in two hours," The

latter pokmpim got the maps and their keyed translations,

I regret that I cannot report details on the results; I had too

\

many more documents into which to stick mﬂéﬁﬁ% for any f&llow—up,
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aven if 1t had been proper for me to make it,
C . mfiim pocuments 4id Tnterrogation

Neadless to say, close cooperation ls requii-ed between the faining
of intelligence from documents and that from interrogation of prisoners.
The former serves as a check on the latter, and opens up avenues of
approach for the latvter., The latter may supply supnlementary
information to facilitate the inierprevation of documrnts,

On one occasion in ATIS a prisoner being interrogated proved to |
be very wncommmnicative. He had given hig name as--let us e8y--
Sinfgmorfizatm OKADA Shizuo, More than tais he would not tell, At the
time of his capture there was also picked up a complete rogter of
nig gection--a not particularly important item in its=elf. However,
nowhere on it was the name "OKADA Shirzuo™ found,

In hig next inmterrogation, the interrogator told him he was lying,
gave him a solem lecture on truthfulness, witi the Japanese Imperial
Rescript to the Armed Forces (another doc.ment) ag his text, and theu
proceeded to tell him the nnmes of all the men in hig section, The
prisoner broke down, felt *i':pat gince we seemed to know everything
anywsy he might as well talk, and became quite helpful thereafter.

Not All Documents Ald Invelligence

Early in the @ighting in New Gulnea, when documrnts wrre relatively
gcarce ,oponmmemess and every scrap of paper with Japanegs on it was
eagerly scamned, a weary language officer finally crawled into his

at night
gack at 11 o'clock after over twelve hours of interrogation and
translation. He had just bogun to dream of tae Top o! tae Mark
in San Francisco when he was awakened to bPe informed thaet the colonel
nad & document he wanted translated immediately. Wearily he ciimbed

open
out of bed for a half mile Jeep ride through tne rain, Arrived at
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intelligence headquarters, he wag ghown a beautifdlly levt-red

sign in Japanese which read: "pon't urinate herc."

]

{I got this story at second-h.nd{ Bmwemis

and count vouch for 1t's exact accuracy. However, I'vs had similar

experiences; this is just better than sny 8f mine,
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